50th Anniversary

Rosendale Library
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1958 - 2008

Many thanks to

One Line Boosters:
“Congratulations to the Rosendale Library”
from the High Falls Food Co-op.
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“Happy 50th Anniversary” - Pat Merck

The founding Rosendale Library board:
George Mollenhauer
President
Joseph O’Connor
Edward Demarest
Andrew J. Snyder
Mrs. Edward (Isabel) Huben
Mrs. Arthur (Beverlee) Mulligan
Mrs. Loretta Newman
Ernest Hopper

“Libraries help keep the dream of democracy
alive.” - A Friend

The current Rosendale Library board:
Robert Sena
President
Michael Hines
Toby Eisman
Carl Welden
William Pape
Vera Parisi
Natalie Wargin
John Schwartz
Solomon Kershaw
And all who served on the Library Board
throughout the years !

“Congratulations from a BOOKLOVER!”
- Anonymous
“Congratulations and Thank You to our
wonderful library” - Anita Wetzel
Layout and Design by Brian Tuthill,
brian@briantuthill.com, 845.891.1631

We look forward to continuing the tradition of providing dedicated
service to the beloved community of Rosendale.
Best wishes from the staff of the Rosendale Library
Wendy Alexander, Carol Evans, Sue Horowitz, Linda Tantillo,
Amy Cote, Ann VanDamm, Nell Boucher, Ann Sarrantonio

John J. Liggan Insurance Agency
2039 Rt. 32, B & S Plaza • PO Box 485
Rosendale, New York 12472
Phone # (845) 658-8348 • Fax (845) 658-8974
Arrive Alive!!!

Congratulations

The History of
Rosendale Library
by Linda Tantillo

ESPOSITO
CONSTRUCTION CORP.
SINCE 1956

Anna Mae Auchmoedy accepts the deed from A. J. Snyder in 1959 with
Frederick Snyder (left) and Edward Huben (right).

in memory of Joseph J. Esposito
and honoring Madeline Esposito
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osendale already had libraries in the nineteenth
century when libraries were rather rare, restricted,
and children were not allowed entrance. Various local
cement concerns had private company libraries. A “Library
and Gymnasium” appear on an 1898 map of Main Street,
Rosendale, although its exact use is unknown. The building
is still there today.

Rosendale News - June 21st, 1940

Dec., 1957

Dec., 1957

The Big Cheese

A public lending library was started by the Comus Club
in 1940. This club was formed in Rosendale in 1929
by Anna Mae Auchmoedy and a group of high school
girls. Though the girls had fun, they also did community
service projects. One of these projects was to create a
lending library in Mrs. Auchmoedy’s Town Clerk office.
It opened on June 21, 1940, with 600 books on loan
from the State Department of Education. Community
members donated additional books.

402 Main St.
Rosendale, NY 12472

“Best to the Rosendale Library”

In 1953, the Woman’s Club of Rosendale hit upon the
idea of turning the little lending library in Anna Mae
Auchmoedy’s Town Clerk’s office into an official town
library. Women’s Clubs had long been leaders in organizing
and supporting public libraries. In fact, by the 1930s
three-quarters of all public libraries in the U.S. had been
established by Women’s Clubs.
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Pat Merck

Neighborhood Excellence Initiative
Bank of America’s signature philanthropy program, the Neighborhood
Excellence Initiative, recognizes, nurtures and rewards nonprofit
organizations, local heroes and student leaders working to improve their
communities.
Through our Neighborhood Excellence Initiative, Bank of America targets
critical needs in local communities and works with local community leaders
to direct funding for greater impact. The bank’s funding focuses on areas such
as: education, community development, arts and culture, and health and
human services.
Bank of America is celebrating excellence neighborhood by neighborhood. To
learn more about our Neighborhood Excellence Initiative, including how to
apply online, please visit www.bankofamerica.com/neighborhoodexcellence.
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At Bank of America, we
believe that healthy
communities are places
where all of us want to
live, work, raise families
and pursue our dreams.
The bank’s approach to
charitable investments
deploys philanthropic
resources - including
grants, volunteer and
community programs
- to help neighborhoods
grow and prosper.

www.bankofamerica.com/neighborhoodexcellence

When Anna Mae retired from her town position in 1954 –by then she had accumulated 1500 books — the Woman’s
Club made serious plans for a public library. They consulted
with the New York State Library Commission to prepare
plans for funding, housing and official status. The Rosendale
Library Association was established in 1958 and the Charter
was granted on October 24 of that same year.
Finding a home for the new library was a huge consideration.
The little All Saints Episcopal Chapel had been abandoned
after two devastating hurricanes flooded it out in 1955. It
would make a lovely library! But the church was scheduled
to be sold and possibly destroyed, and the Woman’s Club
did not have the money to buy and refurbish it. Rumors
spread that it was going to be sold and torn down to build
a gas station.

Andrew J. Snyder, president of the Century Cement
Company, came to the rescue. His family had built the
All Saints Chapel in 1876 hoping to inspire the cement
workers to do something more wholesome on Sundays
than go to the taverns. His love of the structure and of the
town, combined with his philanthropic nature, moved him
to buy the church, refurbish it, and give it to the Rosendale
Woman’s Club for use as a public library.
Twenty–one local organizations met to create the
Rosendale Library Association. Anna Mae Auchmoedy
became its first librarian. The Woman’s Club donated
books and furniture. Library members donated various
items ranging from a Bible to a doormat. The Town Board
made donations as well.

Jeanne Batterson Koskie
1952 - 2008
We are sad to hear of the recent passing of Jeanne Batterson
Koskie. She was a great friend of the Rosendale Library. When
the Board of Trustees began to consider an addition to the
Library and how to fund it, Jeanne, a professional fundraiser
and grant writer, said that she would like to help. One of the
first steps was to do a study of fundraising possibilities within
the town. This was a large project which involved interviewing
many people, compiling information, and producing a report.
Jeanne agreed to do this for half the price she would normally
receive. Before the Board could vote on the proposal, we had
to check with other organizations for which she worked. The
reports were all enthusiastically positive and the Board promptly
hired Jeanne. She conducted many interviews and produced a
detailed, informative report.
Her involvement did not end there. She advised the Board
about conducting a capital campaign. She was always available
to answer our questions. She attended several board meetings
and met separately with the Board President and others. She
did all of this without charging a fee. She was happy to
provide a service to the Library and to the community.
Jeanne was also the person who was instrumental in working
through Mid-Hudson Library System in getting the State
Education Dept. grant that partially funded the replacement
of our slate roof.

Library Fair Make-up Booth August 1958: Mildred Moylan, Emma Pezzello,
Marion Sickles, Mrs. Benjamin Barbuto, Mary Shillenberger. Over 150
people volunteered for the 1958 Rosendale Library Fair.

Jeanne was a true professional and a generous human being. She
was always pleasant to work with and a wonderful person to
know. She will be missed by all of us at the Rosendale Library.

ROSENDALE THEATRE
Family owned and operated since 1949.
Exhibiting the best in quality cinema.
Congratulations to the Rosendale Library
for being around as long !

Come in for our Great Food
and Musical Performances
Specializing in freSh meatS • party platterS • prepared foodS,
SauSage and SaladS all made on premiSeS

Tillson

General Store
owner / operatorS - mike & donna GaGe
Springtown road
tillSon, nY 845 658-8384

Store hourS
mon - Sat • 7 am to 6 pm

Open every day for fine vegetarian dining
and drink in a warm and relaxed setting
Fine music from national and local artists
Visit our web site for more information
& the latest updates: RosendaleCafe.com
Sign-up online to receive emails of upcoming shows

Now with

o
Outdoor Pati
Dining!
434 Main St, Rosendale, NY • 845 658-9048

Happy 50th Anniversary!
from the girls up the hill!
postcard of Rosendale Library

The Rosendale Democratic Committee
would like to Thank and Congratulate
the Rosendale Library on its 50th year of service
to our community.
r

Long Live Libraries

Women’s Studio Workshop is proud to support the Rosendale
Library and book arts culture in Rosendale and beyond.

Publishing hand-made artists’ books since 1979
www.wsworkshop.org

Andrew J. Snyder deeded the property to the Library
Association on January 2, 1959 and the Rosendale Library
was dedicated on April 12 of the same year.

Woman’s Club members Martha Wesp, Dorothy Mastro, Elsie Ingram
preparing for Rosendale Library Strawberry Festival, June 1960.

On January 15, 1975, a fire destroyed the interior of the
Rosendale Library and most of its collection. A small temporary
library was set up on the second floor of the Fireman’s Hall
on Main Street. Enough money was raised not only to repair
the building, but also to add a new wing on the north side
that is now the children’s room and office. Local mason Bruce
Pederson, only 23 years old, did the beautiful, but difficult,
job of matching the old stone and masonry work. A slate
roof was put on the addition in keeping with the original
structure. During the three years of construction disaster
struck the building again when the rear wall of the building
collapsed, destroying a large stained glass rose window that
was to be featured in the remodeled building.

The Friends of the Rosendale Library
congratulate the Rosendale Library on
50 years of great service!
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As we celebrate we remember and honor the founders,
the original “Friends of the Rosendale Library,” who
with foresight and community spirit took an idea and
created the soul of the Rosendale Library.

  



  



     













ElEctrical Work
no job too small!

658-8747

BEn Talutto

Reliable
affoRdable
dependable

 
and Amici
Sushi Bar





     
     


 



  
 
 


 
 

Congratulations on
50 years!

CounTy of ulsTer

PhiliP C. TerPening
Legislator, District 7
Towns of Esopus and Rosendale
Home Phone: (845) 340-1667
Email: pcterpening@aol.com
244 Fair Street, POB 1800
Kingston, NY 12402
(845) 340-3900 Fax: -3651

2302 Lucas Turnpike
High Falls, NY 12440
     
845-687-4004
845-687-9201 Fax

www.jakesautobody.com

     
     



 
     

BeautyPrivacy
Privacy Quiet
Beauty
Quiet

Music & Movement For Young Children
And The Adults Who Love Them!
Infants  Toddlers



Preschoolers



Parents/Caregivers

New Paltz, Stone Ridge & Poughkeepsie
845-658-3655 • www.mhmusictogether.com

Sa-Ha Construction
• Additions
• Renovations
• New Construction

William T Jobsis

PO Box 106
15 Fairview Ave
Rosendale, NY 12472
845-658-8787

Lifebridge Sanctuary
extends deep congratulations
to the Rosendale Library for
fifty years of committed community service

Happy 50th Anniversary

(845)331-5889
1046 Creek Locks Road
Rosendale, NY 12472

ProprietorsKate & John McCormick

Creek Locks Bed & Breakfast
www.creeklocksbedandbreakfast.com

In April of 1977 Wendy Alexander joined the staff at Rosendale
Library as its first certified librarian. This made it possible for
the library to receive its Absolute Charter granted by the Board
of Regents of the State of New York. In July of that same
year the repaired library building was rededicated and the new
children’s wing named in honor of Anna Mae Auchmoedy.

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

the painter
Interior and Exterior Painting
No Job too small / Senior Discount
Bill Marchetti Sr. - Owner (845) 331-7297 Cell (845) 532-8040

MERCK CPAs & CONSULTANTS
Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

RICHARD J. MERCK, CPA, CVA, ABV, CFFA
GEORGE V. IACOBACCIO, CPA
Specializing in
Personal & Corporate Tax
Business Valuations, Not-For-Profit Auditing
Small Business Consulting
101 Green Street-PO Box 3537
Kingston, NY 12402
E-MAIL: richard@merckcpas.com
(845) 331-9667 Fax (845) 331-9673

Ribbon cutting ceremony, Library Fair, 1978: Lalie Priest, Rose LeFever,
Pat Merck, Anna Mae Auchmoedy, Helen Mathews, Carl Mihm, Lou
Muenkel.

All Saints Chapel/Rosendale Library was placed on both the
State and National Registers of Historic Places in 1986. The
building won its designation for its architectural significance,
citing its “unusual and interesting materials.” Its masonry
combines local limestone cement rock (originally a shade of
blue), local rubble stone, and Rosendale cement, making it a
uniquely Rosendale construction.

Program, New York Council for the Arts, Stewarts, Dutchess
County Arts Council, and state and federal government grants
to support our technological and cultural endeavors. Support
from our patrons has been wonderful and greatly appreciated.
This year we are celebrating our Fiftieth Anniversary with
several special activities. We are also preserving our past by
having our beautiful but worn out slate roof replaced to its
original glory. And we are looking to the future with the arrival
of new public access computers and printers over the next two
years through Gates Foundation Online Opportunity Grant
and a hardware/software package from an Advanced Networks
and Services grant. Stop in and see what’s new!
Marion Sickles, Ruth Ghear, Dick Glazer, Pat Merck and Anne Furey
planning Historic Landmark Designation ceremony, 1986.

After much work by many people, Rosendale Library succeeded
in having the State of New York establish a Special District Public
Library for the Town of Rosendale in 1987. It was probably
the first such district of its kind in the Hudson Valley. It was
voted on in the community in 1988 and received widespread
support. This special district gave the public a larger voice in
the running of the library and made it truly a public library.
New technology was introduced in 1988 with computers for
public and office use. Free public Internet service was initiated
in 1997. In 2001 barcoded books and patron Fastcards greatly
expanded public access to library materials in the entire MidHudson Library System through online catalogs, interlibrary
loans and reciprocal borrowing privileges. That same year the
Rosendale Library received four public use computers through
the Gates Foundation. Rosendale Library has also been
successful in obtaining grants from IBM, Mid-Hudson Library
System, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Documentary Heritage

(845) 658-9435

Congratulations from The Elders Drum Project!
“We are looking forward to working with the Rosendale
Library to enhance and celebrate life in our town.”
Project Director: Fre Atlast
The Elders Drum Project - 413 Main St. Rosendale, NY
www.eldersdrumproject.org

